Sitis very much the Parliaments honour, ſo weaccount it n6 !efſe cur hap pineſſe, that the doors 
grievances, as for the preſent we do, or for the future may ſuſpe@ to ſuffer under. Andas for the 
tender our hearty and thankefull acknowledgements, for that returne for the preſent we received by t) 
ſhall ſuddenly finde owr hopes crowned with juch further anſwer, as 1he merits of ſo juſt and honeſt a e 
gh ty a is by Sir William Rilligrew,wmrſcalling our humble and modeſt Adcireſſes,Clamonrs, our A 
whom he expe@&s to finde favonr or Authority. : 


A Paper delivered and diſperſed by Sir VVillians Killigrew, 


dE@> ! reaſon of the many greater affairs in Parliament, the Bill for pertecting the Earle 
JD of Lindſeys Fens, hath nor yet found a time to be read: by which unhappy delay the 
©]  caſon of this yeer is neer ipent for works of this nature 3 aud it the work begin nor 
D/ (ZZ AS 11 next Summer,the profit of that yeer mult be alſo Joſt, By this mnhappy delay alſo 
BASSO new obſtruttions are now raiſed againſtthis publick work 3 For | aw credibly infor- 
med by ſeverall perſons of quality, that the people have been late! y Invitcd and incuuraged at Boſton 
to come up in great numbers to make new clamours , by tclling them that they have a good cauſe, 
and bar few friends in Parliament ; thatthree or foure onely ſpoke fer them ; that when the Vote 
pm but thirteen were for the Country, and ewenty leven againſt them ; that their Fens would be 

oft unlefſe they did come generally up to petition; and it that tailed,then they thould bring up thelr 
wives and children to the Parliament doore, and thcre leave them. 

I I. Ido conceive, by theſe invitations and incouragenents,many poore ignorant peopleare per- 
ſwaded to ſigne Petitions they underſtand not, and may be did never tee. And to makethe noiſe and 
clamour greater, many rich men of Boſton, with others borde ring on the eight hundred Fens,are now 
come up (who would have no draining, that to themlelves with their great ſtocks may ſtill continue 
to cat out the poor Commeners, and do therefore well to declare in their laſt Friday books, that the 

oor Commoners haveno inte: eft in the Fens, but by their Landlords rj ght : which isa pretty pres 
amble to rob the poor people of their Commons, in caſe their deſigne ihould follow of incloling all 
the Commons,) Theſe men alſo are now come upto petition againſt the Drainers, in hope to ſtay 
the AR from paſſing, thereby to Keep the ſaid eight hundred Fens from being drained,andthereby to 
defraud the State of eight thouſand Acres in that Fens belonging to the late King, as Lord of the 
Soyle, and D ainer of the ſaid Fen. 

III, I ſhall nottrouble my (elf to anſwer their rafling books given abroad on Friday laſt, becauſe 
the ſubftance of the ſame books hath by them been publiſhed long fince,and leng fince tully anſiver- 
cd by books of mine : nor much value what their Petition or themſelves can ſay after ſo many yeers 
hearing, and ſach full debates at ſo great a Committee, where all the Houſe had Voices; andatter a 
Bill ordered by this honourable Houle to be brought in to perfe& the ſaid draining : for I do humbly 
conceive, there being no new aCt done by the Drainers, theſe mens repetition of old clamours fully 
anſyered, can fignifie nothing but ſome tew mens endeayours to delay the A&, in hopeto ſtarve the 
Drainers while the cauſe depends ; filling mens ears with terrours of the peoples diicontent,as if two 
or three hundred Riotters, with their Aberttors, ſigning a Petition, or as many rich mens coming 
up with a Petition were the voice of the whole people of Lizcolnſbire ! and as it all Englanddid detire 
the Fens ſhould not be drained ! when as moſt of this Nation do wonder that any ſhould oppoſe fo 
generall a good. 

IV. Idoglory in my part of the merit of this work, becauſe I may ſafely ſay that no work of this 
nature was ever carried on with a more generall conſent, and applauſe of the moſt eminent Lords, 
Owners, and Commonets of the Country ; or with more cquity purſued, or lefſe prejudice to 
any man, or hath produced a greater improvement(l mean proportionable to its quantity) nor hath 
any ſuch work been brought to a greater perfeftion. In conſideration whereof, 1 cannor apprehend 
that the whole Land ſhall be taken from us ; but my fears are, leſt ſome artificiall delays, or prejudi- 
ciall accommodation be found to bring us to ruine, to wit, by recompencing our charge, hazard, 
and lofſes,which the whole twenty foure thouſand Acres will not now do,nor can the Country ever 

rform it by a ſum of money,though they and we ſhould agree to it. My onely hope is,that the Par- 

iament will think it juſtand honourable to ſettle us by the ſame like A& with Bedford-Levell, having 
the ſame title and merit. In which A& there are proviſoes to meet with,and prevent all miſchiets and 
Inconveniences which have, or may happen to any perſcn concerned in this work of draining. Ic is 
therefore a vain thing by Petitions to anticipate the intentions of the Parliament, who intend {0 
much their good, if Lindſey-Levell be eſtabliſhed by the like A& with Brdford- Levell; the profit of thete 
works being done, will encourage the draining of all the Fens in England, as a high improvement to 
the publick good of this Nation, and therefore worthy of the Parliaments prote&ion; for which 


there are arguments enough to convince any opinicns to the contrary, 
I Func, 1651- William Killigre. 
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ors thereof ſtands ſo freely open, whereinwe #113 preſent our deſeres,as alſo acquaint it with ſuch fears and 
Tr the full diſcovery of both, we have preſented cn jcverall Petitions, ſo we think our ſelves in anty obliged to 
by the months of thoſe two worthy Gentle ment Sir Henry Vane axa Col. Liſter. Not dcnbting but that we 
ſt a cantſe deſerves. In the mean time, we cannot but to our great regreet take notice of a falſe and ſcandalous 
mr Appearances Ricts, A ſtrange mifiaken confidence, ſo foully indeavouring to abuſe their credulity, front 


A Rep)y to Sir JVilliam Killigrews diſperſed Papers, by the Owners and 


Commoners 1n Lincolaſhire. 


O the firſt. We are civilly ſerfible of che Parliaments affairs, as appeared by the manner of cur petitionivg : We 
, Concerve there cannot be a time found :o feitle the Fens in the Earle of Lindſey, who petitions not for them , nor in 
Sir IWiliiam Killigrew, who hath no: produced to the Committee any Deed or Conveyance, wiereby te derive a Ti- 
tleto hiniſelf. We may complain of unhappinefſe, who have been delayed and interupted in our Drainings theſe 
Iisty yeers by Court- Undertakers : We cannor be called obſtructors of a Bill, that peritions for one. If ir was good 
manne1s for us to print what we heare and arc credibly informed, we could tell ro whom Sir Thomas Dawes is in- 
| debred, and ro whom Sir William Killigrew ts ingaged 3 aud thar our Lands muſt diſcharge thoſe debts and ingape- 
ments; and who are interetled in other Undertakings, But co 21014 ca/umniation, we wil: hold our babbles 3 perſons of quality are 
feldome tatlers. To invite and incourage people in'a good caule, is noble, honeſt, aud commendable : humbly to petition, cannot be 
Called claniour by a tongue well guided. We cannot lean of auy Votes that pailed againſt us, neither can we believe it, nor that any of 
this Parliament is againit us, who was ſo much for them 3 nor that the Fens can be loſt, if kept out of the hands of Parliament-deſtroy- 
ers. We ſhall never be ſo uncivill or unnatural, as to ieave our wives and children at the Parlzaments doore : nor can we imagine that 
ever any thing will come from thence, to cauſe them to beg at other niens doors. 

To the ſecond, SirWill;am knows the poore need no invitations 5 it was they onely who were found guilty, and puniſhed for pulling 
down their houſes, &c. as appeurs by ſeverall Indi&ments, when Sir Walliams friends and ſharers was by Court power made high Sheritt 
and Juſtices of the peace, and Parliament men put ouc- Had Sir Willtams charity ſooner appeared, ic might have been better for him 
and us. He argues Levellcr like, to gain the poore by telling item that 1s theirs they have no propriety in y for all Lawyers will tell 
him, rizh: of common belongs to the lands and houſes of men, and nor to their perſons 3 and ſuch poore as have land or cottage, hath 
as prod right of Commons, ashe that hath a hundred acres. We are a5 willing eur Common ſhould be ſiinted and enjoyed in common, 
if ſo thought fit,as any poor ruan can delice it y pratiſe that onely, and condemn us if we oppoſe it. When Sir Williams power prevailed, 
it is well known how the Poore was oppreſſed 3 fo that his charity and arguments are bur ſelf-ends. He faith the rich men of Boffon car 
up the Common with great ſtocks, and fo he ſaith of the reſt of the Towns , which prear ſtock rhoſe Fens ever maintained before Sir 
W:lliam knew the Country, and is an argument the Fens are not at all hurtfully ſurrounded grounds, and needs draining, fince they 
bear ſuch great ſtoeks. He ſaith the Commoners would defraud the State of eight chouſand acres in the eight hundred Fenne: Ic is he 
thar would defraud the State; by inviting them to own what was condenmed in the King 3 and ſo metamorphize a dear- bought-Com- 
mon: wealth into a Kinedome again. He knows che King, when Court-power ruled, having no Title, could never our the Commoners, * 
though he perplexed them with long and tedious ſuirs in the Court of Exchequer , where he was caſt, andthe Commioners poſſefiions 
never intcrypred. 

To the thir., We ſay, it is great diſcretion in Sit William not to reply ro books, he is ſo unable ro anſwer, But we much value, thar 
afrer a cauſe ſo fully heard in Pacliament, as to be remonſtrated a grievance, it ſhonld new be a queſtion, whether the grievers ſhould 
berecompenced or not» What our petitions or repetitions fignifie, we muſt leave to the judgement of the Readers, who will ſo- 
besly determine who is moſt clamourous- He ſaith ir is but ſome few men that oppoſe him : We will joyne ifſue with him there, if he 
can either of perſons or hands procure foure in ten, of 1ightfull Owners and Commoners, we will ceaſe in oppoting him. Sir Willien 
much inſiſterh upon the AR or Bill thatis ordered by the Houſe ro be brought in by Jo:Geoding Eſqz a Member thereof, as if ir was 
cither made by or wich his and his tharcis privity 3 tor he faichthe delay of it will ftarve them (ic 15 better ſtarving ten then ren thou- 
ſand.) But we caanor but imagine he abuſeth that worthy Member, in fomenting cauſe of jealoufie, being well afſured the Houſe or- 
dered no compliance more with them then ns. Sure we are, we have had ne infight or privity atall ro the Bill, and why they ſhould 
we wonder. It is ſtrange that one who hath received ſo much mercy, ſhould be ſtill ſo foul-mouthed, as to call humble Petitioners riots 
rers and abettors. He talſely acculeih us for riotcers, and yet invites us to be fo, in excepting againft many rich men, being truſted ro 
repreſent the grievances of thouſands3as it it was tit to trouble the Parliament wich multitudes. Bur as before Sir William can procure 
the greater numher,we will be lilent. We know aone in England that oppoſeth drainings , neither do we believe any in England think 
us ſuch fcols or mad men, that we need Guardians for our eſtates. We are perſyaded few of the Nation knows how we have been abu- 
ſed by Court-Undertakets 3 if they did, they would wonder ſuch proprieiy-deſtroyers ſhould go unpuniſhed. 

To the fowth. We are ſorry to heare Sir William glory in oppreſſion, our impriſonments, fining, ſelling our cattell without any ac 
count making, taking our Land againit our conſents, and commanding Commiſtioners by the Kings letters, deſerves lirrle applauſe, and 
expreſicth leſſe equity. Produce the couſeut gained of the greateſt part of the eminenteft Lords, Owners, and Commoners, otherWaics 
then by force, and we will acquieſſe. 4+ for the improvement made, we ſhall ſubmit to the view of indifterent honeſt Gentlemen, who 
may judge by the ſoyle turned up, what was the former condition of the Fens. Sir W:llzam argues much for Recompence (we ean cafily 
prove a gocd recompence he hath received) for our parts, we have more cauſe to expett ir, many of the Commoners having loſt their zzicah 2. 


lives and c1tates in the Pailiaments ſervice; by the viclence of Sir Willzem and his participants; whick bleod was of greater value then any , 1233415- 
eſtate Sit #i//iam ever had. If we be unable ro ſaristenis prerendedeſtate, he is far more unable to anſwer for our bloud and eſtaves, ſhewswhac 


he and his participants in the late war fo laviſhly ſhed and ſpoyled- In the pardon of his violence done to the five Members, and his ho- recom- 


ſtility to the Varliament, he }ath received more then ever we did for our lives and eſtates we loſt and hazarded. What Bedford A pence ſuch 


is, CONCerns not us, their convenience and inconveniences may not be the ſame with ours. Ir is high preſumption for ſuch an offendor Jeferve. 
as Sir William hath been, to {ay irs vain ro petition a Parliament. Could his bribes prevail there,as they did at Coart,he would anticipate 
the juſtice thereof, and divide berwixt them and the people 3 the which we hope providence (that in our extremity raiſed us a Parlia- 
ment) will prevent. Jn a late paper Sir Ki/[xm hoatteth of 78 Commiſſioners that did aQt tor him. Its well known how unwilling they 
were to aR, unzill they were commanded by the Kings letters. Again, thoſe Gentlemen were not actors in that which was the roo: of 
the evi!l 3 for the view of whac grounds was hncttally fucrounded betwixc Bourne and Ktime Eqe, was taken onely by Undertakers and 
Sharers, viz, the Earl of Lindſey, the Lore Willughby his fon, Sir Edward Heron, Sir John Brooks, William Langton, and Robert Long,Eſq; 
theſe being for themſelves, were remjted wich rar fin of coveruouſnefſe (yer unreformed) and certified that all was hurtfully ſurroun- 
ded 3 the other Centlemen nor privic :o the deizne, being commanded by the Kings ltrers to. proceed accordingly 3 and did, untill 
they underſtood the evil of that defigue, 4::d then they endeavoured tro oppoſe it. But when the Undertakers perceived their diſlike of 
the proceedings, they pur out of commitiio1 ot Sewers thoſe Gentlemen, of which number Sir Will;am Armin aud Mr. Liſter were two 3 
and neither of them viewed the Fens now 111 queſtion. We wonder Sir William Killigrew ſhould ſo unworthily charge Sir William Ar- 
min,that worthy deceaſed Member, as a Vie weis who cleared his innocency of thara@ before che Commitrtee of the Fens. Though whar 
he aid, and what Sir Anthony 1rby teſtified hctfore the Committee, what Fens he and others meant, when they writ to the King for an 
Undertaker, be lefr out of the depolirions, ye: many worr!1ty Members andGentlemen ſtanding by remembers ir. Sir Anthony Irby being 
ſill living, we deſire he may again, if oceation requires it, deciare himſelf ;he formerly reftified, that it was not meant the Fens between 
Bourne and K'ne Ege, 
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